
 

 

                                                    Twin Lakes Academy Middle School                              

                                                                   Summer Reading Assignment 

                                                                        Due: August 25th, 2017 

 

Dear Timberwolf,  

Congratulations on completing your 2016-2107 school year! We hope your summer is filled with 

excitement and the long needed break you deserve. While you are vacationing or enjoying the comfort 

of sleeping an extra hour or two, we do not want you to forget the ability to appreciate a wonderful 

book. Twin Lakes Academy Middle has high expectations for students’ literacy development. Parents 

and teachers would agree that inactive reading leads to losing the cognitive skills you have gained 

throughout the school year. In order to bridge this gap, TLAM plans to strongly enforce summer reading 

activities for all students. Reading really isn’t homework, it is a life skill that everyone needs to live a 

successful life. All students are expected to complete summer reading activities. This assignment is due 

when you return in the fall and will be counted as a classwork grade in your ELA class.  

Assignment 

I. Step 1: Choose a fiction book pair (YOU MUST READ TWO NOVELS) for your summer reading 

assignment from the choices listed below. (All of these books are available at all of the 

Jacksonville public libraries http://www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/ or at Barnes and Noble 

http://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/_/N-29Z8q8 )  

6th grade Beethoven in Paradise by 
Barbara O’Connor 

The Skin I’m In by 
Sharon Flake 

A novel of your 
choice 

7th grade Bird by Angela Johnson North by Night by 
Katherine Ayers 

A novel of your 
choice 

8th grade Before We Were Free by Julia 
Alvarez 

The Moves Make the 
Man by Bruce Brooks 

A novel of your 
choice 

 

II. Step 2: Pick ONE of the following to complete for one of your novels.  You can complete it 

prior to school and bring it with you when you come on Day one or wait until your ELA 

teacher asks for it. All assignments will be due the second week of school.  

PROJECT OPTION I: Reading Response Journals:  

A Reading Response Journal is a notebook in which you write about your reading. In it you communicate 

thoughts and feelings about the novel that you are reading. The journal is a window for the teacher to 

look through to see what you are thinking and what you know about the selection.  

What are the expectations? (Requirements) You should: • Date each entry and write the title of the 

book and the author. • Write, on average, a page, although the length may vary. • Produce at least ten 

written entries. What do students write about in a reading response journal? • Make predictions about 

what will occur next. • Write from the main character’s perspective. • Agree or disagree with the theme 

http://www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/b/books/_/N-29Z8q8


 

 

or the tone of the novel. • Show a personal reaction to the story. • Explain reading strategies that you 

used. • Describe the main character or any character’s personality. • Comment on how a character has 

changed. • Relate the novel to your personal life. • Compare the novel to another novel that you have 

read. • Explain why you liked or disliked the novel. (Use at least three literary terms in your answer). • 

Finally, feel free to write anything about the novel that you feel strongly about. 

PROJECT OPTION II: Literary Elements Flip Book: 

Using just a few sheets of construction paper, in this project you will label and illustrate the five literary 

elements of the piece you read. 

Directions: 

1. Line up sheets of construction paper and stagger them at 1" intervals in a vertical row. 

2. Fold each sheet away from you, making sure each fold leaves 1" of paper above it. 

3. Open the book to the center fold and staple. You now have a flip book. 

4. Turn the flip book toward you. The top fold should include the title and author of the piece you read. 

5. On the second flap, write the word "Character." Above it, describe a character from the story. 

6. On the third flap, write the word "Setting." On this flap describe a setting from the story. 

7. The fourth flap will have the word "Conflict/Resolution." Tell about a conflict in the story and how it 

was resolved. 

8. The fifth flap will be labeled "Plot." Describe the important events that occur in the piece 

9. The final flap will be titled "Critique." Give your opinion of the story, giving reasons why you liked or 

disliked the story, using specific details. 

10. Write your name on the back of the flip book. 

PROJECT OPTION III: WANTED: Missing Characters 

Ever notice that some of the best characters in novels never make it into the movie? Explore this 
frustrating problem while improving your ELA grade this summer. 

Students choosing the MOST WANTED Summer Reading Option will need to select a novel that has been 
made into a motion picture, read the novel and then view the movie version. They will then create a 
WANTED or MISSING poster for a character who is featured in the book, but never makes it onto the big 
screen. 

Use the following rubric to create a Wanted or Missing Poster that is at least 8 by 10 inches in size. 

____ 10 POINTS Poster prominently features the words “WANTED” or “MISSING,” the characters’ name, book title, 
author and an image that represents how they imagine the character would have appeared in the movie. You may 
use original artwork, or “cast” the character by using an enlarged photo of the actor who they think would best fit 
the roll. 



 

 

____10 POINTS The poster includes a physical description of the character as well as any noticeable habits they 
may have. 

Example: 5’10, red hair, brown eyes, and heavy set, buck teeth, scare under the right eye, likes to sing “Mary had a 
Little Lamb” 

____20 POINTS “Last Seen” followed by a description of something the character did or said, where he/she was, 
and other characters who were with them. 

_____20 Points “If Found Contact” followed by the name of a character who will miss them, and an explanation of 
their relationship. 

_____ 20 Points “May be Mistaken for” followed by the name of a character from the movie who takes on a 
notable quote, task or other act performed by the missing character in the text, followed by an example of the 
quote, task or act from the movie. 

_____20 Points “(Character Name) Must Be Found Because” followed by a brief explanation of why you think the 

character deserved to be included in the film, and/or why they were important in the book. 

OR 

ESSAY Option A: Determine the Lesson or Moral What do you believe is the key lesson or moral that a 

reader can learn from this novel? Do you believe that the author intended to communicate this specific 

lesson? Which aspects of the novel lead you to believe as you do? Be sure to include evidence from the 

text and explain in your essay.  

ESSAY Option B: Describe a Character Choose one character from the novel and write a detailed 

description of him or her. Include as many aspects of him or her as possible, such as physical 

appearance, personality type, morals and values. Explain whether the character is dynamic (changes 

throughout the story) or static (does not change). Be sure to include evidence from the text and explain 

in your essay.  

ESSAY Option C: Evaluate the Conclusion How satisfying was the conclusion of the novel? For example, 

was the ending believable, predictable, outrageous, boring? Were you left hanging with unanswered 

questions? Do you think there is another ending that would have been more fitting, appropriate, or 

satisfying? Be sure to include evidence from the text and explain in your essay.  

 Essays will be scored using the following rubric:  http://fsassessments.org/wp-

content/uploads/2014/07/InformationalRubric_6-10_Final.pdf  

 

**YOU ONLY NEED TO CHOOSE ONE PROJECT OR ONE ESSAY TO COMPLETE BY THE DUE DATE. ** 

 

HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND HAPPY READING! 

http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/InformationalRubric_6-10_Final.pdf
http://fsassessments.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/InformationalRubric_6-10_Final.pdf

